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FIGS. 5 and 6 are perspective views of that which is shown
in FIG. 1 with further disassembly of a ram assembly of the
paintball marker from adjacent portions of the body of the
paintball marker for troubleshooting and maintenance of the
ram assembly.

FIGS. 7-9 are sequential side elevation views of that which
is shown in FIG. 1 with portions of the body cut away to reveal
the relative orientation of subassemblies within the body of
the paintball marker and their relative positions and interac-
tions during the steps associated with causing the paintball
marker to deliver a paintball therefrom.

FIG. 10 is a detail of that which is shown in FIG. 9 with
further portions thereof cut away and with arrows particularly
indicating a high pressure air pathway through the paintball
marker from a high pressure air source to a firing chamber for
launching of a paintball.

FIG. 11 is an exploded parts view ofa bolt of this invention.

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of the bolt of FIG. 11 shown
assembled.

FIG. 13 is a side elevation view of a ram assembly and main
valve of this invention with portions of the ram assembly cut
away to reveal interior details.

FIG. 14 is aperspective view of that which is shown in FIG.
13 without any portions cut away.

FIG. 15 is a side elevation view similar to FIG. 13 but with
the ram transitioned to a position where a hammer of the ram
is striking the main valve to actuate the main valve and cause
high pressure air to travel through the main valve.

FIG. 16 is aperspective view of that which is shown in FIG.
15 with no portions of the ram assembly cut away.

FIG. 17 is a side elevation view of a portion of the high
pressure air pathway between the high pressure air source and
the main valve with portions of the body and other structures
cut away to reveal in detail the flow pathway for the high
pressure air, as well as details of a regulator for providing low
pressure air to control the ram assembly according to this
invention.

FIG. 18 is a sectional view taken along line 18-18 of FIG.
17 showing how low pressure air is routed toward the ram
assembly.

FIG. 19 is a full sectional view of a ball sensor assembly
which is provided near a firing chamber of the marker to
verify that a ball is in proper position before execution of a
firing sequence.

FIG. 20 is a perspective view of a portion of that which is
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 revealing further details of the high
pressure air pathway and low pressure air pathway, as well as
wiring for the ball sensor for the marker of this invention.

FIGS. 21-23 show side elevational views of an alternative
embodiment of the paintball marker of FIG. 1, with these
sequential views similar to the views of FIGS. 7-9 except that
the bolt of the preferred embodiment has been replaced with
a compound bolt, and with portions of the body and other
structures cut away to reveal interior details of the marker and
compound bolt according to this alternative embodiment.

FIG. 24 is a detail of a portion of that which is shown in
FIG. 23 and particularly showing a route of the high pressure
air through the marker and the compound bolt, and with
portions of the compound bolt cut away to further reveal this
high pressure air pathway.

FIG. 25 is an exploded parts view of the compound bolt of
this alternative embodiment.

FIG. 26 is a perspective view of the compound bolt shown
assembled.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to the drawings, wherein like reference numerals
represent like parts throughout the various drawing figures,
reference numeral 10 (FIGS. 1 and 2) is directed to a paintball
marker according to a preferred embodiment of this inven-
tion. This paintball marker 10 is configured to cause air from
an air supply 2 to be delivered to a firing chamber 8 (FIG. 7)
for firing of a paintball B out of a barrel 4 and toward a target.
Control of firing of the paintball marker 10 is provided by
actuation of a trigger 18 which is operatively coupled to a
main valve 60 (FIG. 7) to allow high pressure air to pass
selectively from the air supply 2 up to the firing chamber 8 in
response to actuation of the trigger 18.

In essence, and with particular reference to FIGS. 1-6,
basic details of the paintball marker 10 are described. To
cause the trigger 18 to open the main valve 60, preferably an
electropneumatic valve 20 (FIGS. 5 and 6) is coupled to the
trigger 18. The electropneumatic valve 20 has a manifold 30
adjacent thereto which feeds low pressure air into and out of
the electropneumatic valve 20 and on to a ram assembly 40
adjacent the manifold 30. Low pressure air is supplied from a
regulator 50 which takes high pressure air from the air supply
2 and reduces its pressure to feed the low pressure air to the
manifold 30 and then to the electropneumatic valve 20 before
delivery to the ram assembly 40. This low pressure air causes
aposition of the ram 40 to be modified (such as along arrows
D and E of FIG. 4). The ram assembly 40 is configured to have
aportion thereof selectively placable adjacent the main valve
60. When the ram 40 is moved by the electropneumatic valve
20 (caused by actuation of the trigger 18) the main valve 60 is
caused to open so that high pressure air can pass from the air
supply 2 to the main valve 60.

The high pressure air passing through the main valve 60 is
delivered up to a location adjacent a bolt 70 (FIGS. 10-12)
with the bolt 70 defining a portion of a high pressure air
pathway from the main valve 60 to the firing chamber 8. The
bolt 70 is preferably aligned along a common line with the
firing chamber 8 and the barrel 4. The bolt 70 includes a guide
surface 80 which defines a portion of the bolt 70 against
which high pressure air is routed to deliver the high pressure
air to the firing chamber 8. This guide surface 80 is configured
to be smooth and to effectively deliver the high pressure air to
the firing chamber 8.

A post 90 is provided to removably couple the bolt 70 to
portions of the ram 40 so that the bolt 70 moves with the ram
40. When the post 90 is removed, the bolt 70 can be removed,
such as for cleaning of a bore 71 in which the bolt 70 and firing
chamber 8 reside, and to facilitate operation of the ram 40
independent from the bolt 70 and main valve 60 in a partially
disassembled configuration (FIGS. 3-6) for troubleshooting
and maintenance on the ram 40 and other internal assemblies
within the paintball marker 10.

A ball sensor 100 (FIGS. 19 and 20) is preferably provided
to verify that a ball B is properly positioned below a feed tube
6 and directly behind the firing chamber 8. The ball sensor
100 is coupled to circuitry between the trigger 18 and the
electropneumatic valve 20 so that a firing sequence is not
initiated by the electropneumatic valve 20 unless the ball B is
properly positioned for the firing sequence to be effective.

More specifically, and with particular reference to FIGS.
1-4, general portions of the paintball marker 10 which are
shared with many prior art paintball markers are described.
The paintball marker 10 is adapted to have an air supply 2
attached thereto preferably in the form of a canister fillable
with compressed air or other gases. For instance, a port can be
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provided with threads thereon and which is complementally
sized so that the air supply 2 can be threaded into this port and
cause high pressure air to pass directly from the air supply 2
up into high pressure portions of the paintball marker 10
upstream from the main valve 60. This air supply 2 can take
on many different forms depending on the volume of gasto be
attached to the paintball marker 10. As an alternative, a com-
pressed air hose could be coupled to the air supply 2 or some
form of small air compressor could be coupled to the paintball
marker 10 as an alternative form of air supply 2.

The barrel 4 is a generally cylindrical hollow tube extend-
ing in an elongate fashion linearly from the firing chamber 8
(FIG. 7). The firing chamber 8 can be inside the barrel 4 or
adjacent but outside the barrel 4. The barrel 4 can take on
many different configurations including various different
lengths and the inclusion of holes therein and other structures
to influence ball B trajectory upon leaving the paintball
marker 10, to influence noise generated by the paintball
marker 10, and for other purposes common with barrels of
firearms generally. The feed tube 6 preferably extends per-
pendicularly down into a prechamber near the firing chamber
8 but slightly to a side of the firing chamber 8 opposite the
barrel 4. This feed tube 6 is preferably configured so that it can
be coupled to a hopper in which multiple balls can be held
until gravity fed through the feed tube 6 down into the pre-
chamber 9.

The prechamber 9 is preferably cylindrical along with the
firing chamber 8 and with a similar diameter and directly
adjacent each other, but with the prechamber 9 on a side of the
firing chamber 8 opposite the barrel 4 and closer to the bolt 70.
A bore 71 preferably passes through the paintball marker 10
for supporting of the bolt 70, and defining both the precham-
ber 9 and firing chamber 8. Preferably, the barrel 4 threads
into the paintball marker 10 so that the barrel 4 effectively
extends the bore 71 entirely along a linear path through the
paintball marker 10.

The paintball marker 10 preferably has the various differ-
ent subcomponents thereof either attached to or contained
within a body. This body preferably comes in two main por-
tions including an upper body portion 12 and a lower body
portion 14 (FIGS. 3-6). The upper body portion 12 and lower
body portion 14 are configured so that they can be separated
from each other, such as by pivoting along arrow A, to access
internal structures for troubleshooting and maintenance.
Preferably electrical and pneumatic connections between the
upper body portion 12 and lower body portion 14 are con-
tained within flexible conduits, such as wires or tubes so that
the upper body portion 12 and lower body portion 14 can be
separated from each other while the various different subas-
semblies remain fully functioning to the extent electrical or
pneumatic “signals™ are required between the different sub-
assemblies.

The lower body portion 14 includes a grip 16 thereon
configured to be readily held by a hand of a user. The trigger
18 is also mounted to the lower body portion 14. The trigger
18 is coupled to a switch 19 which converts physical motion
of' the trigger 18 into an electronic signal for use in actuating
the electropneumatic valve 20. In particular, and with particu-
lar reference to FIG. 7, the trigger 18 and switch 19 are
coupled to electronic circuitry including a battery 22 and a
printed circuit board 24 through various different wires 25
(FIGS. 5 and 6) so that actuation of the trigger 18 causes an
input into this electronic circuitry. Preferably, the printed
circuit board 24 and battery 22 are contained within a hollow
chamber within the grip 16 of the lower body portion 14.

With particular reference to FIGS. 13-16, details of the
electropneumatic valve 20 and manifold 30 are described.
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The electropneumatic valve 20 and manifold 30 operate along
with the ram assembly 40 to convert actuation of the trigger
18 into opening of the main valve 60 when appropriate for
delivery of high pressure air to the firing chamber 8 and for
firing of the ball B. In particular, the electropneumatic valve
20 includes a solenoid which can open and close various
different low pressure air (or other gas) pathways passing
between the electropneumatic valve 20 and the ram 40
through the manifold 30.

Preferably, the ball sensor 100 is coupled to the circuitry
including the printed circuit board 24 and appropriate logic is
programmed into an integrated circuit or other logic device so
that the electropneumatic valve 20 does not operate when the
ball B is not in proper position for launching of the ball B.
When the ball B is in proper position as detected by the ball
sensor 100, and when other criteria programmed into the
logic of the circuitry are satisfied, and the trigger 18 is actu-
ated, an electric signal is sent from the circuitry to the elec-
tropneumatic valve 20 causing the solenoid to move and for
air to be delivered to one of two different paths from the
electropneumatic valve 20 through the manifold 30 and to the
ram 40.

In particular, the electropneumatic valve 20 includes an air
in port 26 coupled to a port 34 in the manifold 30 which is in
communication with the flexible air coupling 32 extending
from a low pressure side of the regulator 50. The air in port 26
thus delivers low pressure air into the electropneumatic valve
20 on a supply side of the electropneumatic valve 20. The
electropneumatic valve 20 is configured to have two outlets
including a drive path 27 and a return path 28. The electrop-
neumatic valve 20 can either be toggled through actuation of
the solenoid to open the drive path 27 or to open the return
path 28. The drive path 27 is coupled to pathways within the
manifold 30 leading to a drive port 44 of the ram assembly 40.
The return path 28 is configured to deliver high pressure air
through the manifold 30 along appropriate pathways leading
to a return port 45 of the ram assembly 40. Thus, when the
electropneumatic valve 20 is appropriately signaled, it causes
delivery of air to either the drive path 27 or the return path 28
for operation of the ram 40.

The electropneumatic valve 20 and manifold 30 are pref-
erably coupled directly to the ram assembly 40 so that relative
motion between the electropneumatic valve 20, manifold 30
and ram 40 is precluded. As an alternative, the various differ-
ent pathways between the electropneumatic valve 20, the
manifold 30 and the ram 40 could occur along flexible cou-
plings, such as air tubes, so that the electropneumatic valve
20, manifold 30 and ram 40 could all be structured to move
somewhat independently of each other. It is also conceivable
that the electropneumatic valve 20, manifold 30 and/or ram
40 could be more completely integrated so that they are
formed together as a single assembly, rather than merely
being separate structures fixed to each other with fasteners.

With continuing reference to FIGS. 13-16, details of the
ram assembly 40 are described. The ram assembly 40 is
preferably provided as a separate assembly contained within
the body of the paintball marker 10 and interacting with
various different structures including the main valve 60 and
bolt 70 of the paintball marker 10 when actuated by the
electropneumatic valve 20, such as when the trigger 18 is
actuated. The ram 40 can thus be removed from other portions
of' the paintball marker 10, such as by movement along arrow
C (FIG. 5) while the ram assembly 40 remains operatively
coupled to the electropneumatic valve 20, manifold 30 and
the source of low pressure air and wiring necessary to allow
the ram assembly 40 to function even when partially removed
from other portions of the paintball marker 10. The ram
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assembly 40 includes the housing 41 generally in the form of
a chamber with a cylindrical bore 42 therein, and with the
housing 41 also including a cap to close oftf this bore 42 so that
air is effectively trapped within the bore 42. A piston 43
resides within the bore 42 and is adapted to slide within the
bore 42. While the ram 40 is preferably configured to operate
to move the piston 43 in a linear fashion, it is conceivable that
the ram 40 could be modified to allow the piston 43 to travel
along an arcuate path or to rotate rather than translating lin-
early.

The bore 42 includes a drive port 44 and a return port 45 on
opposite sides of the piston 43 and at opposite ends of the bore
42. The drive port 44 is coupled to the drive path 27 of the
electropneumatic valve 20 and the return port 45 is coupled to
the return path 28 of the electropneumatic valve 20. When low
pressure air is supplied through the return port 45 into the bore
42, the piston 43 of the ram assembly 40 is caused to translate
linearly away from the return port 45 and causing a shaft 46
coupled to the piston 43 to be retracted. Such motion is
particularly shown in FIG. 13 with air flow along arrow O
pushing the piston 43 and associated shaft 46 to cause retrac-
tion of a hammer 47 of the ram assembly 40 along arrow E.
This in turn blocks flow of high pressure air along arrow I
through the main valve 60.

When low pressure air is fed through the drive port 44 the
reverse takes place. Particularly, air flow along arrow N
passes through the drive port 44 and into the bore 42 to drive
the piston 43 away from the drive port 44 so that the drive
shaft 46 extends out of the bore 42 pushing the hammer 47
(along arrow D of FIG. 15) into contact with the main valve 60
to open the main valve 60 and allow high pressure air flow |
through the main valve 60. Low pressure air flow H feeds the
electropneumatic valve 20 and supplies both the return port
45 and drive port 44 with air to move the piston 43 and
associated shaft 46 of the ram assembly 40. Appropriate seals
are provided on the piston 43 and cap of the housing 41 so that
air is prevented from leaking out of the bore 42 while the
piston 43 is allowed to move within the bore 42 and the shaft
46 is allowed to slide into and out of the bore 42 through the
cap of the housing 41.

The hammer 47 of the ram 40 is preferably merely an
enlarged portion of an end of the shaft 46, with the hammer 47
being optionally replaced by an end or mid portion of the shaft
itself. The hammer 47 includes a face 48 (FIGS. 13-16) which
is adapted to strike a pin 68 on the main valve 60 to cause the
main valve 60 to open. Such contact does not occur when the
ram assembly 40 is removed from the body of the paintball
marker 10 as shown in FIGS. 3-6. Thus, the ram assembly 40
can be fully tested without causing the main valve 60 to open
during such testing. The hammer 47 or shaft 46 can be
coupled to the man valve 60 in ways other than striking
contact, such as with mechanical links or other couplings.

The hammer 47 includes a hole 49 preferably extending
into said hammer 47 in a direction perpendicular to a long axis
of'the shaft 46. This hole 49 is sized to receive the post 90 of
the bolt 70 for selectively securing the hammer 47 of the ram
assembly 40 to the bolt 70. When the post 90 is removed, the
ram assembly 40 can be tested without causing the bolt 70 to
move. Also, such disconnecting between the bolt 70 and ram
40 facilitates removal of the bolt 70 out of the body of the
paintball marker 10, such as when cleaning of the bore 71,
firing chamber 8, prechamber 9 and barrel 4 is desired.

With particular reference to FIGS. 10, 17 and 20, particular
details of the regulator 50 and portions of the high pressure air
pathway upstream of the main valve 60 are described. The
regulator 50 is provided according to the preferred embodi-
ment to control a level of pressure of the high pressure air
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pathway, as well as to provide low pressure air for the elec-
tropneumatic valve 20. It is conceivable that the electropneu-
matic valve 20 could be modified to be operated on high
pressure air, as well as for the ram 42 to be operated on high
pressure air, and for the regulator 50 to be dispensed with.
However, it is desirable to have the additional control associ-
ated with the regulator 50 and the relatively low pressures
required to drive the ram 40 through the electropneumatic
valve 20 can beneficially best be provided with lower pressure
air such as can be provided by the regulator 50.

The regulator 50 is preferably located within a chamber 51
in the upper body 12 of the paintball marker 10. This chamber
51 is downstream from the air supply 2 and upstream of the
main valve 60. The regulator 50 includes an inlet 52 which
feeds low pressure outlet paths 53 to deliver air (along arrow
H) to the electropneumatic valve 20. A pressure control spring
54 is located within the regulator 50 which includes an adjust-
ment screw 55 for adjusting of the pressure control spring 54.

The low pressure outlet paths 53 are in the form of various
paths extending radially to an annular portion which feeds a
low pressure tunnel 56 passing through the upper body and
feeding an end of the flexible air coupling 32 which then
extends on to the manifold 30 and electropneumatic valve 20.
A low pressure gauge 58 is preferably located along the low
pressure tunnel 56 (F1G. 20) so that the low pressure gauge 58
can show that the regulator 50 is operating properly and that
maximum pressures are not being exceeded for operation of
the electropneumatic valve 20 and ram 40.

The regulator 50 also includes a high pressure outlet 57
through which high pressure air is delivered to an upstream
side of the main valve 60. High pressure air flow from the air
supply 2, along arrow G (FIG. 17) feeds the inlet 52 leading to
the low pressure outlet paths 53 as well as feeding the high
pressure outlet 57. The regulator 50 can be configured to
moderate the high pressure between the air supply 2 and the
high pressure outlet 57, or the regulator 50 can be provided
merely to deliver low pressure air to the low pressure outlet
paths 53 feeding the manifold 30 and electropneumatic valve
20.

With particular reference to FIGS. 10 and 17, details of the
main valve 60 are provided. The main valve 60 controls the
high pressure air pathway from the air supply 2 to the firing
chamber 8. When the main valve 60 opens, high pressure air
is supplied to the firing chamber 8 for firing of the ball B.
When the main valve 60 is closed, the high pressure air
pathway is blocked.

The main valve 60 includes a body 61 with an air pathway
65 passing therethrough. A plate 62 is provided adjacent the
body 61 with a spring 63 abutting the plate 62 and pressing the
plate 62 against the body 61 overlying an entrance 64 feeding
the air pathway 65 of the body 61. The spring 63 keeps the
plate 62 in position blocking the entrance 64 to the air path-
way 65 except when the spring 63 is compressed and the plate
62 is moved off of the entrance 64 to allow high pressure air
flow into the air pathway 65.

The air pathway 65 preferably bends 90° at a curve 66
within the body 61 between the entrance 64 and an outlet 69
from the main valve 60. This curve 66 is preferably gradual,
such as having a radius of curvature similar to a radius of the
air pathway 65 itself and a radius of the entrance 64 and the
outlet 69. The curve 66 can be made even more gradual, such
as by having a radius of curvature similar to a width of the air
pathway 65 and the outlet 69 and entrance 64. By making the
curve 66 gradual, turbulence is minimized and the air is most
effectively redirected perpendicularly between the entrance
64 and the outlet 69.
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A shaft 67 is coupled to the plate 62 and extends through
the body 61 to the pin 68. The pin 68 is in position to be struck
by the hammer 47 or the ram 40 so that the ram 40 can cause
the shaft 67 to move, and for the plate 62 coupled to the shaft
67 to move off of the entrance 64 so that high pressure air can
pass through the main valve 60 along the air pathway 65.

While the spring 63 is shown external to the body 61 ofthe
main valve 60, it is conceivable that the spring 63 could be
located inside the body 61 of the main valve 60, such as by
configuring the spring 63 as a tension spring rather than as a
compression spring. The main valve 60 is positioned so that
the outlet 69 is directly below and near the bore 71 in which
the bolt 70 resides, so that high pressure air can be fed up to
the bore 71 and on to the firing chamber 8. along a surface of
the bolt 70 during firing.

With particular reference to FIGS. 7-12, particular details
of the bolt 70 and portions of the high pressure air pathway
between the main valve 60 and the firing chamber 8 are
described. The bolt 70 resides within the cylindrical bore 71
which is preferably aligned with the prechamber 9, firing
chamber 8 and barrel 4. Preferably, this alignment is parallel
with the entrance 64 into the main valve 60 but with air flow
preferably reversed 180° between the entrance 64 of the main
valve 60 and the firing chamber 8. While the main valve 60
rotates this flow 90°, the bolt 70 assists in redirecting the high
pressure air 90° and toward the firing chamber 8. In particular,
the bore 71 includes a hole directly above the main valve 60
which allows high pressure air to be fed from the main valve
60 into the bore 71.

The bolt 70 is preferably configured in two pieces includ-
ing a core 72 and a sleeve 74. The core 72 is cylindrical in
form and the sleeve 74 is cylindrical and hollow. The sleeve
74 is adapted to have the core 72 slid snugly into the sleeve 74.
A coupling pin 75 is provided to secure the core 72 to the
sleeve 74. A post receiver 76 passes through both the core 72
and sleeve 74 in a direction perpendicular to a long axis of the
bolt 70. The post receiver 76 is sized to receive the post 90
therethrough and allow the post 90 to be removably attached
to the bolt 70 and extend down from the bore 71 to the
hammer 47 of the ram assembly 40.

Preferably, the post 90 is somewhat captured within the
post receiver 76 of the bolt 70 by providing a retainer ball 78
and adjustable spring and set screw combination 79 to hold
the pin 90 in position within the post receiver 76. When
sufficient upward force (along arrow M of FIG. 10) is exerted
upon the post 90, the post 90 can be removed form the post
receiver 76 of the bolt 70, so that the post 90 can be removed
from the bolt 70. By reversing this procedure, the post 90 can
be reinserted through the post receiver 76 and into the bolt 70,
and causing the bolt 70 to be recoupled to the ram assembly
40.

The core 72 is preferably modified on a lower and forward
portion thereof'to include a guide surface 80 defining one side
of the high pressure air pathway between the main valve 60
and the firing chamber 8. This guide surface 80 works along
with surfaces of the sleeve 74 to surround the high pressure air
pathway between the main valve 60 and the firing chamber 8.
The guide surface 80 includes a main curve 82 directly above
the main valve 60. This main curve 82 causes the high pres-
sure air pathway to rotate 90° and to cause the high pressure
air flow to be directed toward the firing chamber 8.

Preferably, this main curve 82 is sufficiently gradual to
avoid excessive turbulence and to effectively redirect the high
pressure air flow. In particular, the main curve 82 is preferably
at least as gradual as the curve within the main valve 60, such
as by providing the main curve 82 with a radius of curvature
not less than a radius of the outlet 69 of the main valve 60 and
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similar to a radius of an inlet 85 formed in the sleeve 74 to
allow the high pressure air to pass through the sleeve 74 and
against the main curve 82 and guide surface 80.

The guide surface 80 additionally includes an overhang 84
which is preferably substantially planar and extends from the
main curve 82 to an outlet 86 adjacent the prechamber 9 or
firing chamber 8, depending on the particular position of the
bolt 70. The high pressure air path along the guide surface 80
and through the bolt 70 exhibits a crescent shape (FIG. 12) in
cross section beneath the guide surface 80 and extending to
the outlet 86. The guide surface 80 can optionally stop short of
the bolt outlet 86, with the surface 80 preferably extending at
least half of the distance and most optimally substantially all
of the distance from the main curve 82 to the outlet 86.

The overhang 84 of the guide surface 80 is preferably near
a centerline of the core 72 of the bolt 70. However, the over-
hang 84 is preferably slightly below this centerline. Portions
of'the sleeve 74 adjacent the outlet 86 are preferably curved so
that the ball B can be located directly adjacent the sleeve 74.
Thehigh pressure air thus strikes the ball Bnear a center of the
ball B, but slightly below a center of the ball B. Experience
has shown that such a configuration for the high pressure air
pathway directly adjacent the ball B is particularly effective in
delivering the ball B precisely to targets a considerable dis-
tance away. The guide surface 80 of the bolt 70 thus effec-
tively redirects the high pressure air from passing vertically
along arrow I to passing horizontally along arrow J to impact
the ball B.

The post 90 is preferably configured to include a head 92
opposite a tip 94 and with a notch 96 extending along a side of
the post 90 near where the post 90 is located adjacent the
retainer ball 78. The head 92 facilitates a user in grabbing the
post 90 and manually adjusting a position of the post 90
vertically when desired.

While the bolt 70 has been previously described in its
capacity to redirect high pressure air from the main valve 60
to the firing chamber 8, the bolt 70 additionally preferably
operates to close off a rear side of the bore 71 and rear side of
the firing chamber 8, as well as to advance the ball B from the
prechamber 9 to the firing chamber 8 and to close off the feed
tube 6 before the firing sequence is initiated. In particular, and
as shown in FIGS. 7-9, the sequence of firing the paintball B
is described. Initially, low pressure air acts through the elec-
tropneumatic valve 20 to cause the ram assembly 40 to have
the hammer 47 retracted (along arrow E). This in turn causes
the bolt 70 to move away from the firing chamber 8. When the
bolt 70 is moved sufficiently rearwardly, a ball within the feed
tube 6 can fall down into the prechamber 9. The ball B is now
in position within the bore 71.

The ball sensor 100 can be utilized to verify that the ball B
is indeed in proper position within the prechamber 9. In
particular, and with reference to FIGS. 19 and 20, the ball
sensor 100 is preferably an electro-optical sensor which
includes a light emitter 104 and a light sensor 106 each
coupled by wires 102 to the circuitry on the printed circuit
board 24. If the sensor 106 detects light, the ball B is not in
proper position. If the sensor 106 does not detect light, the ball
B is in proper position and the firing sequence can proceed.
Preferably, a pair of cover plates 108 are provided to cover the
wires 102 and to enhance a decorative appearance of the
paintball marker 10. Other forms of ball position sensors
could alternatively be provided.

With continuing reference to FIG. 7, the trigger 18 can then
be toggled, causing the switch 19 to generate an electrical
signal indicating to the circuitry on the printed circuit board
24 that launch of a paintball B is authorized. A signal is sent
to the electropneumatic valve 20 causing low pressure air to
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be directed to the drive path 27 (FIGS. 13-16) so that the ram
assembly 40 is operated, driving the hammer 47 forward
(along arrow D). This simultaneously causes the bolt 70 to
advance within the bore 71, causing the ball B to be advanced
from the prechamber 9 to the firing chamber 8.

When the hammer 47 has advanced to the point where it
contacts the pin 68 on the main valve 60, the inlet 85 in the
sleeve 74 of the bolt 70 has come into alignment with the hole
above the outlet 69 of the main valve 60. Further movement of
the hammer 47 against the pin 68 causes the main valve 60 to
open, allowing high pressure air to pass up out of the outlet 69
of the main valve 60, through the hole and into the inlet 85
within the bolt 70.

This high pressure air is then directed along the guide
surface 80 to the firing chamber 8 where it impacts the ball B
and drives the ball B out of the barrel 4. Such motion of the
bolt 70 (along arrow F of FIGS. 8 and 9) thus both advances
the ball B into the firing chamber 8, aligns the inlet 85 with the
outlet 69 and causes portions of the sleeve 74 of the bolt 70 to
block the feed tube 6 so that high pressure air is prevented
from passing into the feed tube 6, and precluding further
interference of other balls with the launching of the ball B
from the barrel 4. This sequence is then repeated shortly
thereafter by having the electropneumatic valve 20 switch to
cause delivery of return air to the ram so that the hammer 47
cycles back (along arrow E of FIG. 7) and retracting the bolt
70 as shown in FIG. 7.

With particular reference to FIGS. 21-26, details of a com-
pound bolt 110 according to an alternative embodiment of
this invention are described. This compound bolt 110 can
essentially be substituted for the bolt 70 without modification
of other structures and subassemblies of the paintball marker
10 of the preferred embodiment. The compound bolt 110
includes two portions including a forward portion 112 and a
rearward portion 114 which are each generally similar to
forward and rearward portions of the bolt 70, except that the
forward portion 112 and rearward portion 114 are separated
from each other. A spring 116 or other bias is preferably
interposed between the forward portion 112 and rearward
portion 114 so that these portions 112, 114 are connected
together, but are capable of limited motion independently
from one another.

A stop surface 117 is contained within the body of the
paintball marker 10 directly below the bore 71 and on a
portion of the bore 71 preferably slightly forward of a cavity
in which the hammer 47 of the ram assembly 40 resides. This
stop surface 117 is positioned to interact with a stop post 118
passing through a rearward portion 114 of the compound bolt
110. The stop post 118 fits within a forward hole 119 in the
forward portion 112 of the compound bolt 110. This stop post
118 is similar to the post 90, except that it is not coupled to the
hammer 47, but rather is provided to stop motion of the
forward portion 112 when the stop post 118 comes into con-
tact with the stop surface 117. It is conceivable that the stop
post 118 could be replaced by some other form of structure on
the forward portion 112 that extends radially from the cen-
terline of the bolt 110 sufficient to abut the stop surface 117.
This structure could be an annular ring, or some other strong
element extending laterally from the bolt 110.

The forward portion 112 includes a guide surface 120
generally similar to the guide surface 80 and including a main
curve 122, overhang 124, inlet 125 and outlet 126 each analo-
gous to the guide surface 80 of the preferred embodiment. A
drive post 130 is provided passing through the rearward por-
tion 114 of the compound bolt 110. This drive post 130 is
movably coupled to the hammer 47 and functions similar to
the post 90 of the preferred embodiment. Hence, the drive
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post 130 causes the rearward portion 114 of the compound
bolt 110 to move with the hammer 47 of the ram 40. The
forward portion 112 of the compound bolt 110 either moves
along with the rearward portion 114 or is stopped by impact-
ing of the stop post 118 against the stop surface 117 so that the
forward portion 112 is stationary, even though the rearward
portion 114 is still moving somewhat.

The forward portion 112 and rearward portion 114 are
configured to allow relative motion therebetween only for a
distance similar to an amount of travel required by the ham-
mer 47 against the pin 68 of the main valve 60 to cause the
main valve 60 to open. With the compound bolt 110 config-
ured as described above, the compound bolt 110 provides the
advantage that the guide surface 120 and other parts of the
forward portion 112 of the compound bolt 110 are stationary
when the main valve 60 opens and high pressure air passes
along the guide surface 120 and on to the firing chamber 8.

In particular, and with reference to FIGS. 21-24, initially
the compound bolt 110 is in a rearward position allowing a
ball B to drop from the feed tube 60 down into the prechamber
9. When the firing sequence is initiated, the hammer 47 of the
ram 40 moves forward causing the ball B to be pushed from
the prechamber 9 to the firing chamber 8 and causing the feed
tube 6 to be closed off. Also, the inlet 125 below the guide
surface 120 is brought into precise alignment with the hole
above the outlet 69 in the main valve 60. The forward portion
112 is configured so that just as the inlet 125 comes into
precise alignment with the outlet 69 of the main valve 60, the
stop post 118 of the compound bolt 110 strikes the stop
surface 117 so that the forward portion 112 stops moving.
Thus, as shown in FIG. 22, both the forward portion 112
moves along arrow K and the rearward portion 114 moves
along arrow L.

After the stop post 118 strikes the stop surface 117, the
forward portion 112 ceases moving and the high pressure air
pathway along the guide surface 120 is completely ready for
optimal handling of high pressure air flow. The hammer 47
continues to move, so that the rearward portion 114 continues
to move along arrow L (FIG. 23) and the spring 116 is caused
to be compressed. Also, the hammer 47 begins to strike the
pin 68 of the main valve 60, causing high pressure air to pass
through the main valve 60. This high pressure air has the
benefit of passing against a guide surface 120 which is
entirely stationary, and striking the ball B for launch out of the
barrel 4. When the ram assembly 40 cycles back to retract the
hammer 47 away from the main valve 60, the rearward por-
tion 114 and forward portion 112 of the compound bolt 110
are each retracted back to the position shown in FIG. 21, such
that another ball B can be dropped into the prechamber 9 and
the firing sequence repeated.

This disclosure is provided to reveal a preferred embodi-
ment of the invention and a best mode for practicing the
invention. Having thus described the invention in this way, it
should be apparent that various different modifications can be
made to the preferred embodiment without departing from
the scope and spirit of this invention disclosure. When struc-
tures are identified as a means to perform a function, the
identification is intended to include all structures which can
perform the function specified. When structures of this inven-
tion are identified as being coupled together, such language
should be interpreted broadly to include the structures being
coupled directly together or coupled together through inter-
vening structures. Such coupling could be permanent or tem-
porary and either in a rigid fashion or in a fashion which
allows pivoting, sliding or other relative motion while still
providing some form of attachment, unless specifically
restricted.
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What is claimed is:

1. A paintball marker comprising in combination:

ahigh pressure air source;

abody;

said body including and supporting a barrel, a firing cham-
ber, a paintball input and a main valve;

said main valve adapted to allow high pressure air to pass
from said high pressure air source to said firing chamber
when open;

atrigger;

a ram assembly, said ram assembly including a housing
with a bore therein, said bore having a piston therein and
adapted to move within said bore, said piston adapted to
move when said trigger is actuated, said ram assembly
further including a shaft coupled to said piston, said
shaft adapted to move when said piston moves, said shaft
further adapted to contact said main valve and open said
main valve when said piston moves and said ram assem-
bly is located adjacent said main valve;

said main valve having an entrance non-parallel with an
outlet;

said main valve including an air pathway extending
between said entrance and said outlet;

said air pathway including at least one curve to align said
air pathway with both said entrance and said outlet;

wherein said outlet of said main valve is in fluid commu-
nication with said firing chamber through a bolt, said
bolt including a guide surface along at least one side of
an air path between said outlet of said main valve and
said firing chamber, said guide surface extending in sub-
stantially planar fashion for at least half of a distance
between a bolt air inlet and a bolt air outlet;

wherein said bolt air outlet is adjacent said firing chamber,
said firing chamber and said barrel having a common
centerline extending out of said marker; and

wherein said bolt air outlet has a cross-sectional area per-
pendicular to a direction of air flow that has a greater
portion below said centerline of said firing chamber than
above said center line of said firing chamber with said
airflow concentrated to strike a ball in said firing cham-
ber primarily below a centerline of the ball.

2. The marker of claim 1 wherein said curve has a radius of
curvature at least as great as half of a width of said air path-
way.

3. The marker of claim 2 wherein said curve has a radius of
curvature at least as great as a width of said air pathway.

4. The marker of claim 3 wherein said outlet of said main
valve is in fluid communication with said firing chamber
through a bolt, said bolt including a guide surface along at
least one side of an air path between said outlet of said main
valve and said firing chamber, said guide surface extending
between a bolt air inlet and a bolt air outlet, said bolt air inlet
oriented non-parallel with said bolt air outlet; and

at least one main curve on said guide surface between said
bolt air inlet and said bolt air outlet.

5. The marker of claim 4 wherein said guide surface is free
of abrupt geometric transitions, such that smooth airflow is
facilitated along said guide surface and between said bolt air
inlet and said bolt air outlet.
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6. The marker of claim 5 wherein said main curve of said
guide surface has a radius of curvature at least as great as half
of a width of said bolt air inlet.

7. The marker of claim 6 wherein said main curve has a
radius of curvature at least as great as a width of said bolt air
inlet.

8. The marker of claim 7 wherein said entrance of said main
valve is oriented substantially parallel with said outlet of said
guide surface with air flow into said main valve in a direction
opposite a direction of airflow out of said outlet of said guide
surface.

9. The marker of claim 4 wherein at least a portion of said
bolt is adapted to be stationary when high pressure air flows
past said guide surface.

10. The marker of claim 9 wherein said bolt includes a
forward portion and a rearward portion, with said forward
portion adapted to be stationary when high pressure air flows
past said guide surface and said rearward portion moving as
high pressure air flows past said guide surface.

11. The marker of claim 10 wherein said rearward portion
is adapted to be coupled to said shaft of said ram assembly.

12. The marker of claim 1 wherein said planar portion of
said guide surface is oriented horizontal.

13. The marker of claim 1 wherein said guide surface
extends substantially entirely to said bolt air outlet.

14. The marker of claim 13 wherein said bolt air outlet is
semi-circular in form.

15. A paintball marker, comprising in combination:

a high pressure air source;

a body;

said body including and supporting a barrel, a firing cham-

ber, a paintball input and a main valve;

said main valve adapted to allow high pressure air to pass

from said high pressure air source to said firing chamber
when open;

a trigger, said trigger coupled to said main valve to control

the opening of said main valve;

an air path extending from said outlet of said main valve to

said firing chamber;

said firing chamber and said barrel having a common cen-

terline extending out of said marker; and

said air path having a cross-sectional area perpendicular to

a direction of air flow that has a greater portion below
said centerline of said firing chamber than above said
centerline of said firing chamber where said air path
meets said firing chamber; with said airflow concen-
trated to strike a ball in said firing chamber primarily
below a centerline of the ball.

16. The marker of claim 15 wherein said air path has a
cross-sectional area perpendicular to a direction of air flow
that is substantially entirely below said centerline of said
firing chamber where said air path meets said firing chamber.

17. The marker of claim 1 wherein said bolt air outlethas a
cross-sectional area perpendicular to a direction of air flow
that is substantially entirely below said centerline of said
firing chamber where said bolt air outlet meets said firing
chamber.



